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· In fiscal year 2010, the competitive portion of the GSRP was cut by 50 percent statewide, reducing local capacity by 100 slots. Further loss of services in Ottawa County was impacted by redirection of formula GSRP funds to K-12, allowed by the legislature in 09/10. Should funding be available in 10/11, the projected GSRP slots in the upcoming year still will not restore previous capacity…
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· Annually, about 6,000 children accompany migrating parents into Ottawa County - the largest population of seasonal workers in Michigan. Spanish is the first language in the home; 78% of the parents have only limited English proficiency and, on average, a sixth grade education level. Due to long work hours and work weeks, low wages, and isolation, parents are not able to provide enriching activities/lessons for their children.
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In partnership with the Early Childhood Investment Corporation, the Ottawa County Great Start Collaborative (GSC) and Great Start Parent Coalition were formed in November 2006 to build a comprehensive early childhood system in Ottawa County. Community stakeholders have created a comprehensive strategic plan to address the above issues which call for: 


THE ISSUES IN OTTAWA COUNTY:


Around 17,000 fewer people have jobs in 2009 as compared to 2001


From 2005 – 2007 pregnancy rates (per 1000 pregnancies) among 15-19 year olds rose by 15%


From 2008-2010 the number of children screened for and utilizing mental illness services through Community Mental Health increased significantly


Ottawa County has the largest migrant population of any Michigan county; in 2008 state funding to improve immunization rates for migrant children was eliminated 








Ottawa County’s Community Plan: 


Embrace a broader definition of diversity that recognizes all people of differences in our communities


Create a more inclusive community that embraces people of difference


Expand and improve accessibility of parenting education and support programs


Empower parents in leadership, public will building and advocacy


Develop a community that embraces outdoor learning for all children


Develop improved community support services for returning citizens and their young children


Enhance the well-being and safety of children ages prenatal to 5 years


Increase access for all families to quality information and support services


Develop a high-quality, universal system of early care and education for all children ages 0-5


Promote awareness of the importance of early care and education


Ensure young children and their families can access  a full range of medical/dental/socio-emotional services


Improve healthy behaviors among young children, their families and care providers








The Status of Young Children in Ottawa County








What Ottawa County Citizens Want from State Leaders:


State funding streamlined making it easier for working parents to get the supports they need; 


The state to restructure its overall funding efforts to address comprehensive needs of young children that now are impacting school readiness.


Pre-K expanded to ensure area children who are at risk for school failure are served.


Eliminate proposals to divert early childhood funding into K-12 programs.


Additional funding for high quality services such as home visiting, parenting education, and training and consultation for providers.


Funding for high quality on-site early childhood programs at migrant camps.





Make early childhood investment a priority.





Ottawa County Great Start Collaborative and Great Start Parent Coalition are the focal point for local early childhood efforts.  For more information about early childhood in Ottawa County, please contact: Jan Shangle, 1-877-702-8600 x4478 and �HYPERLINK "https://nexus.oaisd.org/service/home/~/www.greatstartshere.org"��www.greatstartshere.org�.





The Great Start Collaborative and Great Start Parent Coalition are supported by the Early Childhood Investment Corporation.  For more information about the statewide efforts of the Great Start Initiative and the Early Childhood Investment Corporation, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.greatstartforkids.org" �www.greatstartforkids.org�.








�





Projections are that, even with Head Start’s ability to serve 4 year olds, the remaining unmet need for eligible four year olds countywide is 700+; approximately 20% of incoming kindergarten students (3,700). 





Ottawa’s youngest children made up the majority of abuse and neglect victims in Fiscal Year 2008…











